
Introduction 

What is wheel cactus?  

 

● Wheel cactus (​Opuntia robusta)​ is believed to have been introduced to Australia from 
Mexico to be used as a hardy garden plant.  

● It can grow up to 3 metres tall, and each plant can produce many fruits each containing 
around 500 seeds. 

Why is it a problem? 

● Wheel cactus is a major problem in some areas since it grows and spreads extremely 
fast, taking over valuable farmland and native environments. 

● The fruits are also highly addictive to certain animals making some animals starve to 
death because they will only eat wheel cactus fruit. 

● Wheel Cactus is highly invasive because it grows from seed and any parts of the plant 
that fall on the ground.  

● It also spreads far and wide due to animals like crows and foxes eating the fruits. 




